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A short read from Loyola Press . . .

Looking for family fun activities?
Here’s one with benefits that last a lifetime . . .
by Bret Nicholaus, Tom McGrath

When you think of family fun activities, you likely think of activities in the truest sense of the 
word: swimming, biking, sledding, and the like—in other words, doing something that involves 
activity. While all those things are, in fact, fun family activities, there’s likely one key element 
missing from them: real conversation—the kind that helps you get to know the most important 
people in your life and helps them get to know you!
Consider trying a NEW kind of family fun activity—learning about the ones you love.  To do it, 
you only need a few questions to spark fun conversation. That’s right—having conversations 
with your family can be downright fun. How?
Well, grab a bowl of popcorn, gather your family, and try the questions listed here for starters 
(excerpted from The Meal Box):
What has been the most exciting moment or event in your life to this point?
If you could change one thing about the way your favorite holiday is celebrated, what would 
you change?
Kids: What aspect of being an adult are you looking forward to the most? Adults: What aspect 
of being a kid do you miss the most?
If you had to describe your personality in terms of a farm animal, which one would it be?
When you consider our amazing earth, in what particular aspect of it do you find it easiest to 
“see” God?



* Fire Prevention Week October 7-13

* Red Ribbon Week October 22-26


• October 8th  

 - JK Picture Day & Retake Day 

• October 9th  

 - School Board @ 6:30 p.m. 

• October 10th  

 - 1:15 p.m. Dismissal 

• October 11th  

 - Pumpkin Patch (Preschool) 

 - Hearing Checks (K-2) 

• October 12th - 

 - Grandparents Celebration 

 - Mass @ 1:00 p.m. (Mrs. Phillips) 

• October 13th  

 - 9th Annual Great Pumpkin Charity Race @ 9:00 a.m. 

• October 15th  

 - Home & School Stars Meeting @ 7:00 p.m. 

• October 17th  

 - Conferences 2:00-6:00 p.m. 

 - Scholastic Book Fair 2:00-6:00 p.m. 

• October 18th  

 - Conferences 2:00-6:00 p.m. 

 - Scholastic Book Fair 2:00-6:00 p.m. 

• October 19th  

 - Pumpkin Patch (JK & K), Liturgy @ 8:30 a.m. (Mrs. Greve) 

• October 23 

 - Jump Rope for Heart 

Upcoming Activities



School Pictures: 
Junior Kindergarten students will have pictures on Monday, October 8th. This is also 
picture retake day. 

Grandparent’s Day Celebration: 
St. Mary’s will be celebrating Grandparents/Special Guests Day on Friday, October 12th. 
Our celebration will begin with a 1:00 p.m. Mass hosted by Mrs. Phillips and our 6th 
grade students. At the conclusion of Mass, grandparents/special guests and their 
grandchildren are invited to return to school to tour the classrooms and enjoy cookies and 
juice in the gym.  

Contact Ms. Harbach at kharbach@st-marys.pvt.k12.ia.us with any questions regarding 
this special event.  

Online Conference Scheduling: 
Online conference scheduling will be open on Monday, October 8th. An email was sent 
out on Monday, October 1st for directions on how to login to that site. The online 
scheduling site can be reached via our school's website. 

Scholastic Book Fair: 
We will be hosting a Scholastic Book Fair during Fall conferences. Please stop in the 
library to check out a great selection of books for all ages. An online shopping link will be 
available soon. All proceeds will be used to purchase new books for our classrooms! 




Announcements

October is 
Banana Split 

Month! 

SCRIP is always available
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